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by seven observers, 16 showed improvement. Of 59 cases of muscular 
rheumatism, 49 were cither cured or improved. Of 166 cases of gout, 
86 were influenced for the better. Of 59 cases of neuralgia, 47 were 
improved, of which 25 were practically cured. Of 115 case3 of sciatica 
treated by 18 different authors, benefit was observed in 91 instances, 
although some of the cases were of long standing. In 44 cases of tabes, 
the lightning pains were alleviated in 26 instances, for long periods of 
time in some instances. Rowntree and Baetjer also cite a series of 
18 cases including a considerable variety of affections where their 
personal experiences with this method of treatment were not so favor¬ 
able, as the published work of European observers indicates. However, 
they do not wish to draw conclusions from so small a series and further¬ 
more the eases treated have been a severe test of the treatment since 
they comprised these cases which had been given the benefit of all 
other forms of treatment without bony improvement. Rowntree and 
Baetjer believe that the introduction of radium cmanatoriurns in a 
large number of German spas, ns well as the establishment of a radium 
institute in Berlin express confidence in this method on the part of 
the profession ubroad and this subject should be carefully investigated 
until its real value can be definitely established and its limitations 
rationally outlined. 
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Treatment of Diphtheria Carriers with Bouillon Cultures of Staphy¬ 
lococcus Pyogenes Aureus.—J. D. Rolleston (Brit. Jour. Child. Bis., 
1913, x, 298) reviewed the reported cnsc3 of diphtheria carriers treated 
by cultures of the staphylococcus pyogenes aureus and found the total 
number reported to be about 50, and with a few exceptions the observa¬ 
tions were confined to the United States. In almost all the cases, the 
throats of the carriers were sprnyed or swabbed witb a bouillon culture 
of the staphylococcus. In most of the cases negative cultures were 
obtained in 48 to 72 hours after this form of treatment hed been 
begun. The method was shown to be most successful in typical carrier 
cases and less so in cases with clinical symptoms. Rolleston used this 
treatment in 10 cases, comprising 4 adults, and six children. In 8 the 
fauces and in 2 the nose alone had been involved and all had reached 
an advanced stage of convalescence. The palate, fauces, and in the 
nasal cases the nostrils as well were sprayed 3 or 4 times a day with 
broth cultures of pure staphylococci incubated for 18 to 24 hours. 
In all but 2 cases a mild form of sore throat was produced with con¬ 
siderable malaise but with very slight fever. These symptoms were 
of short duration and were not followed by any complication. The 
average time the treatment was begun in this series was the fifty-second 
fiay of the condition. In the 6 faucial eases the findings became 
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negative within two to seven days after starting treatment. In the 
2 nasal cases it was ineffective. This method should not be employed 
except in the late stage of convalescence and it is best to confine it to 
chronic carriers. It offers the best form of treatment but entails some 
degree of discomfort. Among the previous investigators no com¬ 
plications were noted except Lorenz and Rnvcnel who mention coryza, 
very mild laryngitis, and nasal furuncles occurring among their cases. 


Acute Acid Intoxication in Children.— Thomas C. McLeave (Jour. 
Amcr. Med. Assoc., 1913, lxi, 1764) reviews the theories of production 
of acid intoxication and gives the symptoms and treatment. This 
condition may occur in children aged from eight months to ten years. 
It may usher in an acute infectious disease or the attacks may be 
recurrent. Some chronic focus of infection is probably always present, 
such os an inflamed appendix or more commonly diseased tonsils or 
adenoids. The toxins from whatever source cause a condition in the 
liver function which, produces faulty metabolism of carbohydrates and 
especialty of fats and protein';. As a result, toxic bodies such as acetone 
and diacetic acid appear in large quantities in the urine and acetone 
is markedly noticeable on the breath. The nervous element is undoubt¬ 
edly a factor in producing the condition, and a catcrrhal condition of the 
nasopharynx is usually present. Characteristic symptoms arc anorexia, 
coated tongue, a bluish pallid ring around the mouth and eyes with 
flushing of the cheeks, coryza with variable cougli, pallor, sunken 
eyes, dry and cracked lips, foul breath with odor of acetone, vomiting 
of large amounts of fluid, rapid emaciation, scanty urine, constipation, 
and moderate fever. The duration of the attack is from two to seven 
days but deaths from this cause are very rure. The treatment consists 
of eliminating any possible focus of infection, n dietary low in fats 
with ample amounts of carbohydrate. Citrus, fruit juices, and grape- 
juices are also valuable. Fatigue and undue excitement should be 
avoided. Sodium bicarbonate in one to. two dram doses weekly, 
and periodic emptying of the large bowel tend to abort the attacks. 
During the attack sodium bicarbonate can be given in CO-grain doses 
every three or. four hours by mouth or rectum. Sugar must be given, 
preferably dextrose, in 4 per cent, solution with alkali, either by mouth 
or rectum. Both the sodium bicarbonate and tbe dextrose can be 
given in solution intravenously if the case is urgent. Saline infusions 
are given for the drying-out of the tissues, and opium, chloral, and 
the bromides control the nervous manifestations. 


Some Unusual Phases of Child Hygiene.— Maiiy Sutton Macy 
(Archie f. Pediatrics, 1913, xxx, 848) points out the importance of 
protecting the child (from infancy to adolescence) from the ill effects 
of psychic trauma, which are not by any means ail sexual. The epi¬ 
demic of Freudism in this country threatens to restrict the term 
"psychic trauma” in its meaning to the sexual character. Macy 
mentions a large number of cases in children from ten to eighteen 
years initiated by a psychic trauma, which closely simulated a begin¬ 
ning Basedow’s disease. In none of these cases has the initial shock 
been in any way sexual. She also mentions 30 cases of chorea having 
a history of psychic traumu, in no way sexual, ns the point of origin 



